About the Meetings

GCSS IX/GMEF, 7-9 February 2006 will be attended by representatives including ministers from the member states of the United Nations and its specialized agencies and all international and regional organisations working on environmental issues. The ministerial level discussions address energy and environment, tourism and environment, chemicals and environment, and environment governance including issues of relevance to the outcome of the 2005 World Summit of the United Nations.

International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM), an associated meeting (04 to 06 Feb) will discuss the serious issues related to the production, transport, storage, use and disposal of chemicals world wide. This conference will issue the "Dubai Declaration on the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM)" as a culmination of negotiations that took place during the ICCM and its preparatory meetings.

The 7th Global Civil Society Forum, another associated meeting, will be held in Dubai, 5-6 February 2006, prior to the 9th Special Session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum. Chemicals management, tourism and energy are key policy issues to be considered during by the Ministerial consultations of the Session/Forum and are, therefore, central subjects for the 7th GCSF and its associated preparatory regional meetings. 

In addition, several other activities such as youth meetings, seminars and exhibitions will also take place, capitalizing on the presence of so many ministers, policy makers and experts from all around the world.

These meetings are a landmark on the map of international sustainable agenda and reflect the new role that the United Arab Emirates is now playing in the global environmental, economic, social, cultural and scientific arenas.

