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Statement
Achieving the Millennium Development Goals will strengthen accountability
to women by reporting on commitments made and actions taken to accelerate the
achievement of Goal 3 of the Millennium Development Goals. Leaders should
commit themselves to taking specific actions during the high-level segment of the
Council at its 2010 substantive session, which will make a difference for women’s
economic empowerment. Actions are also needed on many other fronts, including
accelerating the implementation of all strategic priorities identified by the
Millennium Development Goals.
Gender equality and women’s empowerment are central to achieving and
accelerating progress towards all the Millennium Development Goals. The Beijing
Platform for Action has stressed that action in the 12 critical areas of concern would
accelerate progress on all the Millennium Development Goals and the world’s
global compact to eradicate poverty, improve education and training, health, the
economy, power and decision-making, human rights, institutional mechanisms, the
environment, a reduction in armed conflicts and the eradication of violence against
women and the girl child.
We need a new assessment to be made and new action to be taken in
addressing the lack of progress in terms of Goal 3. The World for World
Organization launched its Millennium Development Goals global call to action
campaign, “One world one hope: the Millennium Development Goals are a common
vision and global commitment”. The campaign aims at raising the awareness of the
international community of its commitments to achieve gender equality and
women’s empowerment and to accelerate the achievement of the eight Millennium
Development Goals.
We recommend the following innovative approaches, which identify key
elements to women’s economic empowerment:
• Demonstrating leadership by decision makers in prioritizing women’s
economic empowerment
• Mainstreaming gender perspectives in policies, strategies, budgets,
programmes and projects within the public and private sectors, including
increased earmarked national resources and official development assistance for
gender equality, and increasing attention to women’s economic empowerment
in the context of international trade
• Fully and systematically integrating capacity development into each activity
• Generating and transmitting data, analyses and knowledge to decision makers
and key stakeholders
• Involving the private sector in promoting gender equality and women’s
empowerment and expanding public-private partnerships
• Making proactive efforts to foster women’s voices, and the inclusion and
participation of women
• Recognizing the negative impact of unpaid work on women’s economic
activities and empowerment and prioritizing ways to reduce their workload,
including equal sharing of the workload between women and men
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• Involving media and campaigns to promote women’s voices
• Developing a new social change communications strategy to focus the world’s
attention on Goal 3
The strategy would:
• Focus increased attention on the voices, perspectives and contributions of
those most affected by poverty and other underdevelopment issues
• Improve understanding of the world’s cultural diversity and significantly
expand public debate and dialogue on the issues that are a priority in
international, national and local contexts
• Advocate for more open, participatory and inclusive policy development
processes that emphasize the perspectives of those most affected by poverty
and the absence of social justice.
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